Sickle cell disease in pregnancy.
Homozygous sickle cell anaemia (Hb S) is the most common major haemoglobinopathy in the United States, occurring in approximately 1 in 626 African Americans. While haemoglobinopathies involving Hb S occur commonly in blacks of African descent, they are also found in people of Middle Eastern, East Indian and Mediterranean origin. It is an uncommon disease, especially in homozygous form, in Australia. We present the case of a woman in her third pregnancy, originally from Ghana, with HB F, and discuss the current issues in the management of sickle cell disease in pregnancy.